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Shelter of Nityananda 


His Divine Grace 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Balaram means guru-tattva. Balaram represents guru. 
If we want to understand Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, if we 
want to understand Krishna, then we must take shelter 
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of Balaram. Nay am atma bala-hinena labhyah , this Vedic 
injunction means that, “Without the mercy of Balaram 
you cannot understand, you cannot realize your 
spiritual identification.” So that Balaram comes as 
Nityananda Prabhu — balarama haila nitai. Therefore, 
we must take shelter of Balaram. Narottama Das 
Thakur has sung, nitai-pada-kamala , koti-candra- 
susitala — if we take shelter of Nityananda Prabhu 
then we get peace. In the heat of the sun, especially 
during the summer season, we become very much 
exasperated. But at night, in the evening, as soon as 
there is moonshine, we become very satisfied. All the 
day’s labor and fatigue is immediately removed. So 
nitai-pada-kamala , the shade of Nityananda Prabhu’s 
lotus feet, is koti-candra-susitala , as pleasing as millions 
of moons. The rays from one moon gives us so much 
pleasure, so if we want actual peace of mind, if we want 
to be free from material fatigue, then we must take 
the shelter of Nityananda Prabhu. Nityananda Prabhu 
is spiritual strength. Without spiritual strength you 
cannot approach Krishna. Nayam atma pravacanena 
labhyah — Even if you are a good speaker, that does not 
mean that you’ll understand; na medhaya — not just 
by having a good brain can you understand Krishna. 
No. Nayam atma pravacanena labhyo na medhaya na 
bahuna srutena [“The Lord cannot be attained by 
discussion, intelligence, or study of the Vedas.”] 
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(Katha Upanisad 1.2.23). You may think that because 
you are a good scholar, a university degree-holder, 
then you’ll understand. No. It is not possible. 

We must have spiritual strength. The source 
of spiritual strength is Balaram, Krishna’s 
next manifestation, prakasa-vigraha. Krishna is 
manifesting himself through Balaram. So we have 
to take shelter of Nityananda Prabhu. 

nitai-pada-kamala , koti-candra-susitala , 

je chayay jagatajuray 

The whole world is suffering. If you want peace, 
then take the shelter of Nityananda Prabhu. 

— From a lecture on Nityananda’s appearance day. Bhubaneswar. 2 
February 1977. 


Slokamrta 


PRANAMS TO NlTAI 

Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Sri Bhakti-ratnakara fifth wave 

nityananda prabhum vande snmal-laksmipati-priyam 
sri madhva-sampraddyananda-varddhanam bhakta-vatsalam 

I offer my respectful obeisances to Lord 
Nityananda, who loves the devotees, who is 
dear to Sri Lakshmipati, and who filled the 
Madhva-sampradaya with bliss. (2310) 

[Note: In his purport to Caitanya-bhagavata 
adi 9.188, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta quotes this 
verse, which he describes as a u pracma sloka” 
(ancient verse), and comments: Some people 
say that according to the accepted and listed 
disciplic succession of the Brahma-Madhva- 
Gaudxya-sampradaya , Sri Nityananda Prabhu 
was a disciple of Sri Madhavendra Puri, and 
some people say that he was a disciple of Sri 
Lakshmipati Tirtha, which means that he was 
a godbrother of Sri Madhavendra Puri.] 
[Source references follow the next article.] 



Nitai Meets Madhavendra Puri 

Adapted from Srila Narahari Chakravarti Thakur’s 
Sri Bhakti-ratnakara fifth wave 

By His own wish, and with a joyful heart, Lord 
Nityananda visited many holy places. After some days the 
Lord met Madhavendra Puri near Pratichi Tirtha. Who 
can describe the ecstatic love they felt when they met? 
Madhavendra Puri thought of Nityananda Prabhu as his 
friend, while Lord Nityananda thought of Madhavendra 
Puri as his guru. This is described in Madhavendra Puri’s 
words in SnCaitanya-Bhagavata (adz.9.183): 

janilu krsnera krpa ache mora prati 
nityananda-hena bandhu painu samhati 

“Now I know that Krishna has bestowed his mercy on 
me because he has given me a friend like Nityananda.” 

SnCaitanya-Bhagavata (adi 9.188), describes: 

madhavendra-prati nityananda mahasaya 
guru-buddhi vyatirikta ara na karaya 

Nityananda Prabhu considered Madhavendra Puri to 
be his guru. He did not think of anyone else in this way. 

Seeing this relationship, Sri Iswara Puri and 
the others became filled with deep love for Lord 
Nityananda. 

[Note: Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur 
writes in his purport to Cb. adi 9.161: 

At the time of Sri Madhavendra Puri’s meeting with Sri 
Nityananda Prabhu, his eternal associate and servant 
Sripada Iswara Puri was present.] 

For some days Lord Nityananda and Madhavendra 
Puri were both plunged in the nectar of love for Lord 
Krishna. With blissful hearts they passed together 
many days and nights. Then, bidding farewell to 
Madhavendra Puri, Nityananda departed. He went to 
Setubandha to see the deity of Rameshwar. 

Taking Iswara Puri and his other disciples with him, 
Madhavendra Puri went to Sarayu-tfrtha. Separated 
from each other, Lord Nityananda and Madhavendra 
Puri nearly died. They were saved only by the ecstasy 
of love they both felt for Krishna. Ht* 
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Nityananda Prabhu delivers Jagai and Madhai 


Nitai and Ananga Manjari 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

Mahaprabhu said, “You should know Sri 
Nityananda Prabhu as the complete potency 
of Lord Krishna. He is the topmost among the 
servants of Krishna. Only by his mercy can one 
achieve devotion to Vishnu. He is the form of 
Vishnu presiding over the sandhini , or existence 
potency. Although he is Lord Vishnu Himself, he 
nevertheless serves the supreme Vishnu. He serves 
the origin of all visnu-tattvas. Only by his mercy 
is a living entity’s propensity for worshiping Hari 
awakened.” In his form as the younger sister 
of Radharani, Sri Nityananda Prabhu nourishes 
conjugal mellows. (Purport to Caitanya-bhagavata 
madhya 12.026. Vrajaraj Press. Vrindavan. 2001.) 

Even Sri Ananga Manjari is always eager to serve 
Srimati Radhika. This Ananga Manjari is none 
other than the goddess form of Sri Nityananda, 
or Sri Baladev Prabhu. (From a lecture on 
Radhastami at Ultadanga, Calcutta. 27 August 
1925. Printed in Vakrtavali. p. 195. Touchstone 
Media. Kolkata. 2014.) fW 
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Of the Moonlike Nityananda Prabhu 

Sri Nityanandacandrasya 

An Unknown Medieval Gaudiya Vaishnava 
(Sri-raga) 

mariyai emana nitai kena na bhajinu 
hari hari dhik are kubuddhi lagila more 

hate nidhi paiya harainu 

It is better that I die. I did not worship Nitai. Alas! 
Alas! I am worthless! My intelligence was spoiled! I 
had a priceless treasure in my hand, and then I lost it. 

kamalajiniya ankhi sobha kare mukha-sasl 

karunayayaha pane cay a 
bahu pasariya bale aisa aisa kari kole 

prema-dhana sabare bilaya 

In the moon of his face glisten eyes that defeat 
lotus flowers, eyes that mercifully gaze at every living 
being. Spreading his arms, and calling out, “Please 
come!”, he hugs the fallen souls. To everyone he gives 
the treasure of ecstatic spiritual love. 

kacani katira besa sobhiche cahcara kesa 

bandhe cuda ati manohare 
natuya thamake code buk bahi pade lore 

tribidhajlbera tapa hay a 

A garment is gracefully wrapped about his waist. 
His glistening hair is curly. He wears a graceful 

3 


Painting by Kartick Biswas 











\Jsskc tfonr ^Hundred Sipcty -sevat, —4 

turban that charms the heart. He walks like a graceful 
dancer. Tears stream down his chest. He removes 
the three-fold sufferings the conditioned souls feel. 

hari hari bola bale dahine bame ahga dole 

rdma gaurl-dasera gala dhari 
madhu-makha mukha-canda nitai premera-phanda 
bhava-sindhu uchale laharl 

He calls out, “Hari! Haribol!” His body sways to 
the right and left. His arms rest on the shoulders of 
Ramai and Gauridas. His moonlike face is overflowing 
with pure sweet honey. Nitai has set a trap of ecstatic 
love. He is tossed to and fro by the rising waves of 
ecstatic love. 

nitai karuna-sindhu patiterajanara bandhu 

karunayajagata dubila 

madana madete andha bisaye rahala dhanda 

nitai bhajite na parila 

Nitai is an ocean of mercy. He is the friend of 
everyone. He has plunged the whole universe into 
the ocean of his mercy. Only persons blinded by lust, 
those who are tightly bound by the ropes of material 
desires, will not worship Nitai. & 
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The Name of Nitai 

Srila Vrindavan Das Thakur’s 
Sri Caitanya-bhagavata adi-khanda 9.185 

nityananda hena bhakta sunile sravane 
avasya paibe krsnacandra seijane 

If one hears the name of Nityananda, he will 
certainly attain the lotus feet of LordKrishnachandra. 

— English translation by Bhumipati Das. Edited and published 
by Pundarik Vidyanidhi Das. Vrajaraj Press. Vrindavan. 2001. 
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